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Official Languages Lens - Part VIl of the Official Languages Act

Federal Institutions’ commitments and duties

The federal government commats to enhancing the vitality of the English and Franch Snguistic minority communities in Canada,

! supporeting, and assisting their development and 1o fostering the full recognition and use of both English and French in Canadian
society, Every federal institution has the duty to ensure that pasitive measures are taken for the implementation of thess
comenitmants, Thase linguistic minorities ane alse referred 10 as official lieguage minarity communitias (OLMC).

Legal duty <3 take postive measures:
o (] ‘0| 1. < enhancing < the vitality 3 and support the devalopment < of OLMCs

2. - fostering the full recognition and use - English and French

What Is a positive measure?

A concrata action taken with the intentian of having a pasitive impact

An scamphe of positive msasures 1o
enhance the vitality of OLMCs :

An wxamphe of pesitive mesures 1o faster the fll recognition
and use of English and French in Canadian sodety :

= Include the abligation to acknowledge the source = Make OLMCs a priority in calls
of federal funds in both official anguages in for proposals.
all funding sgresments.

Official Languages Minority Communities (OLMC]

More than 2 milion Canadians
belong ta an OLMC

OLMCs are defined by both their geographic ocation (where they are situated) and collective identity associated with the use
of an afficial language in a minority setting, that is when the language spoken by the majority is the other official larguage. There are
national, provincial, territorial and sectoral stakeholders representing OLMCs.

les of French owacs

les of English OLMCs

= Quebec Community Grewps Network [QCGN) | =» Féddration des communautids francophones

et acadiennes du Canada |FCFA)

> Réseny de déwsioppement dcanomigque st
demployabilité du Canada |RDEE Canada) |

» Community Econamic Development and
Emplayability Corparation (CEDEC) |

> Fédération des ainés et aindes
francophenes du Canada (FAAFC).

> Regicnal Development Netwark (RDN).

How to determ

an in the mincreity offical language

an whethet the fecer
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Official Languages Lens — Part VIl of the Official Languages Act

Official Languages comparative analysis (OLCA) Intersectionality

Az 3 tool, the OLCA allows to discern the potential Impacts
of programs, progects and nitiatives on OLMCs, to undentand
thel neects and to identify relevant pesitive measures,

OLCA enables a number
of identity factors to be
taken into consideration
in order to hatter
understand the diversity
within OULMCs,

[ Strategic Planning l

Is there an OLMC {School, biingual federal offices, representatives|?
Do they experionce ary issues of trends?

Did a lierature review help identify any particular needs?

How to adapt the program to those needs?

Wihat positive mensures could be implemented?

Identfy the region
Determine the naeds

Determine the relationship
betwean the abjectives and the neads

Implementation

What perfarmance indicatars have bean selacted?

Are they takan into account with regards to the funded activities?

Are the needs idertified taken into consideration in the call for proposal?
Does the furding agreement contain an official lsngusge clause?

Faciftate implemantation

Click here to
visit the kiosk

and speak to
an ESDC

Accountability

Hew did the program mest the needs of OLMGs?

What are the results in ight of the selected performance indicatars?
Do the funded activities have a positive impacs?

Does the svauation indicate thet adjustments ae needed?

Part VIl Implementation Identify, consider, documen

How 1o write a Part VIl [OLA| conclusion
In a Memorandum to Cabinet or
Treasury Board submission?

Accountabilny

Take natice of the Directie on transler
payments requirements,;

Identify

Do« OLCA,

Provide an evidence-based conclusion :
3 Support the conclusion with
avidencs based facts |literature
review, consultations, guides,
representatives’ websites, etc.);

The funding sgresment must contain &
description of how the recipient’s activities
wil meet the federal government's

Part Vil abligations. The inclusion of an b. Shewcase the relationship between Document
the programs’ abjectives, the potential

impacts et OLMCs' needs;

Clearly idertify what pasitive measires

have been implemented.

official languages dause in the agreemant
Is strongly encouraged.

a

representative
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OFFICIAL LANGUAGES LENS -
PART VII OF THE OFFICIAL LANGUAGES ACT

Why develop an Official Languages Lens?

* The Lens is part of Employment and Social Development Canada’s efforts to support the implementation of the
Official Languages Act (OLA);

+ To raise awareness about Part VII of the OLA's specific requirements;
* Provide employees responsible for policies and programs with a tool to take its specific requirements into account;
* Provide employees with training on how to apply the Lens to meet legal obligations.

Available on GCpedia:

https://www.gcpedia.gc.ca/wiki/File:ESDC - Official Languages Lens -
Part VIl of the Official Languages Act (Summary).pdf
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