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The BIGS Universe

BIGS

22,050

18

132

18  departments and agencies

132 program streams

22,050  beneficiaries

$3.1B in innovation spending

In fiscal year 2019-20, business innovation and 

growth support (BIGS) programming included:

$3.1B
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Scope

The scope of BIGS programming (number of beneficiaries and value of support) has 

been steadily rising year over year since 2007:

Number of BIGS ultimate beneficiary enterprises and total value of support, by year
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Key 2019-20 BIGS Program Data Results - Beneficiaries

of beneficiaries were in the manufacturing and professional, 

scientific and technical services sectors52%

89% of beneficiaries were for-profit firms

27% of beneficiaries received support from multiple program streams

66% of beneficiaries received advisory services

95% of beneficiaries were small and medium-sized enterprises

11%
of innovation funding was provided to beneficiaries through 

intermediaries
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Industries

The manufacturing sector 

received the most BIGS 

support in terms of total 

value. The educational 

services sector has the 

highest average funding 

per enterprise supported.

BIGS support by industry (NAICS), 2019-20

0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30%

Accommodation and food services

Arts, entertainment and recreation

Retail trade

Health care and social assistance

Construction

Finance and insurance

Mining and oil and gas extraction

Other sectors

Agriculture, forestry, fishing and…

Management of companies and…

Wholesale trade

Utilities

Transportation and warehousing

Public administration

Information and cultural industries

Other services (except public…

Educational services

Professional, scientific and technical…

Manufacturing

% of Total value of support % of total beneficiaries

29% of beneficiaries are within 

the professional, scientific 

and technical services sector



Largest Program Streams

The 10 BIGS program streams with the highest spending delivered just over half of all BIGS support:

The 10 largest BIGS program streams by total spending on support, 2019-20
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Beneficiaries of the NRC – Industrial Research Assistance Program 

received $100K on average, whereas 

the NSERC- Collaborative Research and Development Grants 

delivered $2.7 million per beneficiary on average.  
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Size

On average, large enterprises received over $2million through BIGS programs, compared to less than 

$200K for small enterprises, and just over $400K for medium sized enterprises

Number of supported enterprises and value of support, by enterprise size, 2019-20
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Small and medium-sized enterprises received 

$1.8 billion (or 65% of BIGS funding) in total.
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Type of Support

The type of support provided by BIGS programs varies by size of the enterprise:

Type of support by proportion of total value of support by enterprise size, 2019-20 
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Regionality

$14M

$9M $6M

$360M

$347M

$104M

$63M

$95M

$120M
$155M

$52M

$1,030M

$770M

The value of support provided to BIGS program beneficiaries, by province
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25%

Ontario

28%

Western 

Canada

Northern 
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25%

Atlantic 

Canada

1%



10

Gender-based Analysis Plus (GBA+)

Using 2019-20 BIGS program data to compare employees of BIGS ultimate beneficiary enterprises to 

non-BIGS enterprises:

Female employees

Immigrant employees

University-educated employees

BIGS beneficiary enterprises Non-BIGS enterprises

35%

22%

43%

45%

24%

28%

Note: Differences between the gender and immigrant status of the workforce of BIGS beneficiary 
enterprises and non-BIGS enterprises may be attributable to sampling variation.



Clean Tech Support, 2019-20
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Clean Tech

Note: BIGS captures a subset clean tech funding identified by the Clean Growth 

Hub. In 2019-20, approximately 20 BIGS program streams provide funding in 
support of clean tech.

2%

10%

40%

27%

57%

63%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

% of total ultimate beneficiaries

% of total BIGS funding

Clean Tech Focused Program Streams Supports Clean Tech Program Stream Other Program Streams

39% of support provided by clean tech 

focused program streams was 

disbursed through intermediaries.

In 2019-20, BIGS captured $1.2billion of federal support on clean technology:
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Understanding Program Stream Performance

Median 3-year growth rate between the year of support 2017 and 3 years after support 2019
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Key Takeaways

BIGS Program Data
2019-20

2019-20 BIGS program data 

demonstrates that BIGS 

programming remains a high priority 

for the federal government. The 

scope of the BIGS universe continues 

to expand with increases to value of 

support and number of beneficiaries 

supported (when compared to 

2018-19 data).

1

2

3

2019-20 BIGS program data can be 

used to further develop our 

understanding of beneficiaries

2019-20 BIGS program data can 

prompt lines of enquiry and highlight 

research questions for exploration

GBA+ data has been linked to 2019-

20 BIGS program data and can be 

used for meaningful analysis
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Questions?

Contact Us
CPIAU/UCERI@tbs-sct.gc.ca
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Annex – Data Collection and Dissemination Cycle

BIGS program data is collected and disseminated on an annual cycle: 

SPRING

FALL

SUMMERWINTER

• Identify in-scope programs

• Commission thematic research

• Prepare for data collection (testing 

and training)

• Launch administrative data collection

• Complete administrative data 

collection and LFE linkages

• Follow up with non-responses and 

engage stakeholders

• Clean data & develop research topics

• Publish and discuss findings

• Review program and data scope


	2 - Analytical Results from BIGS 2019-20 Data (EN)
	Slide 1 
	The BIGS Universe
	Scope
	Key 2019-20 BIGS Program Data Results - Beneficiaries
	Industries
	Largest Program Streams
	Size
	Type of Support
	Regionality
	Gender-based Analysis Plus (GBA+)
	Clean Tech
	Understanding Program Stream Performance
	Key Takeaways
	Questions?
	Annex – Data Collection and Dissemination Cycle


